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My Brethren, dearly Beloved in the Lord; 
T bath beer my Endeavour, ever ſince . . 
_ the Care of your Spuls hath been co 
mitted te me, 10 diſcharge my Truſt 
1 - to the te of my Power; and tis in 
purſuit of this Endeavour, that I putihhis 
little Book into your Hands : The Deſun of 
which ir, to ſt ir up in you frequent Thoughts 
of God, and the Things of another Life. 4 
Defy very neceſſary for all ſorts of Men, 
bu? for thoſe of your Calling © eſptcrally < _ 
Husbandmen having been always obſerved 
to be too much abaſed in Thought, and 
ſeldom to raiſe their Minds to things above 
the level of their Employment. How can be 
." gt Wildom, ( Fee Son of ru 
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28. But believe me, my Brethren, if yen 


mire than the Fault of your Calling : For 


| thereby you may learn to male tlie ſameTos, 


| be the more uſeful to you, I adviſe. you 19 
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Talk is of Bullocks ? He giveth his q 
Mind to make Hurrows, and is diligent | © 
to give the Kine Fodder, Ecclus. 38. 25, ? 
0 
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Ho not get Wiſdom,” it ir your 'onn Fault, 


there is no Calling in the World, (excepting 
that of Clergy-men only) wt offers 
greater Opportunities for Mens Improve- 
ment in 3 Wiſdom, 2 yours doth + 
As may from hence appear, That our Bl 

ſed Ligen Lab e mo 15 4,00 
frem Things that lie within the Compaſs of 
r. It hath often ſuggeſted to me many'a 
pious Thought, and mavęd mie ta manꝝ a de- 
vo Ejaculation: Euamples of ſome f 
them here preſent you with, is hopes that 


ment; and I have in al of them la- 
our d after a Plainneſs of Expr eſſion, ſuited 
to your Capacity ʒ andi futh a Shentneſs, 41 
a very little Patience may be ſuſſicient to go 
through with. And nom that the Book may 


conſider, ſome time before you go ahout- any 
your Ordinary Work; of whatever: vrt it 163 


Uk to look het her you cannot he uc br. 
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and Service: Whereas the other may, and 
do very aften, flow. from meer Cuſtom : and 


Practice what I have here. ad viſed you to. 


niſh'd with ſome pious Meditation ther tn 
1 canuot ſay I haus taken in every ching ye 
may be employed about; but your moſt com- 
mon loyments I have: As for the 
reſt, I purpoſely omitted them; becauſe 1 
deſign'd as ſmall a Volume as the Subjett 
would allow of. S O04 

To every Meditation, I have annex'd 
either. a Prayer, or ſome Ejaculations 5 
£oleFSed for the moſt part out of the Holy 
Scriptures ;, which I would have you pat ny 
to God, in the midſt of your Employment : 
In doing of which, it is not eæpected thas + 
von ſhould kneel, or be ſo much as uncover- 
ed always; for God duth not require, in 


theſe Occaſional Addreſſes, the Ceremonies 


of more ſalemn Acts of Worſhip ;, and yet He 
i 4 well pleaſed with them, nay, prep 
better; inaſmuch as theſe are certain'To- 
dent of a Mind fully bent npon his Worſhip 
and 


then they are but Lip» Labour. ; 
Aud now I hope that you will be ſo kind 
fo your ſelves, as ro concur ith me in tig 


Deſig 1 for your own Good, and to put w# 


Believe me, the Salvation of your Souls is 
the only thing fax which it mas worrh your 
While t. be her: So that Religion is abe 
A 3 _ great 


Type bescitton 
7% ee of your whole Liver; Amt 
Aid it requi tareſt hart bf your Time 
and Strengrb, e be "wholly laid out upon 
* alone, if you were wiſe, you would nor 
1 at it. But you ſee the Goodneſs of 
| N eyed Hr bark nit mate New 
on inconſiſtent with your wortaly "Buſtneſs 5 Ke 
but bath fo ordired it, that you — attend 
#0 both at once For T appeal to your ſelves 5 
May not 4 Man hold his Plough” ar welt 
when be bath pious Thoughts in his Mind, 
ai when be is "as thoughtleſs as h Cats 
le that draw it? May not he lift up his- 
Heart to God; at the ſame time be goes 
whiſtling Tune, as i in ſigniſicunt ax the Fang- 
Ling of his Hor ſes Bellt? Why then ſboul- 
ny Man bo more backward to the one than 
b the ot her © Why ſhould Man refiiſe to 
be Religions, when it would take them np ne- 
wer the more Time, and coft them never the 
"rrore Pains ? Nay, when it would ſweeten 
uche ir Labour, and draw God's Bleſſi 
down upon them) For -Work is not 14475 

| Fedious to 4 Man, when his* Thougbts are 
| - Yothermiſe employd,” as it is when they 
intent upon e 'onty : Such a withdrawing 
the Thong his, bein 1 lie the liſtening to 4 
Story upon the Roud, which evi to 1 * 
" a Journey, and renders it pleaſant,” And 
no Maak of ( God would ge. certainly At- 
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: wid Cqnvince you fo much to your Satisfae 
tHon, as the putting it in Practice. 
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hat 15 wil , be un, "when re. 
member Him. 4 nN Av * 
d fer your , ndr: Enconv 
thus ro 1 be Thbughts, b 
promiſed to take Ihe Cure f all uch fo - 
po Himfelf, and r 1 for hems all 
thing ahh and in bd e ener 
the Kingdom of God, — 
nefs,” ſaith” Chrift; and all” theſe thi 
ſhall be added te you, Matth. G. 35, 85 
that the giving up your ſtlves#6 — — 
Devotion, is the beſt Courſe you can tale 
to ſecure even your worldly. Jn oft. A 
for Anxiety or Careſulneſs, it is ſo far 
from doing it of it ſelf, that it cannot male 
fo much -as-one, Hair -wbit ite or black; and it 
diveſts a Ma an of all Right to God's Pro- 
miſe of providing for E ; 4 then, 
2 hath he to depend 


By this little that I haue aid, you may 


ix ſome Meaſure, perceive the Eaſineſs, 


the Pleaſure, and the meſtimable Benefit of © 
what J here adviſe you to; But no Words 


Tou 
cannot Conceive how much twil contribute 
.to 
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11 ; Dey and Peace 


A The. Dedication: , 
| t6your Growth an Oran, MENTS Hes 
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dies in this Particular, and in all 
other things that belong to my Office 7, that | 
when. God ſball call me, to — an Account 
ier your Souls, I may do it with Foy, and | 
rot with Grief': Which that God may grant, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, is, and * be the 
1 Pr 4s 


Your oſt nid Servant ö 
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1D any one look on, who 
knew not the Meaning of 
this, he would think it as 

' ſtrange and unnatural a 
thing, for Men thus to tear that Earth 
Pat of which they were taken, as tis 
for Children to be tually ſeratch- 
ng the Face of their Mother. But it 
he Earth be not thus tord and harraſ- 
ſed, it will not yield its Increaſe, and 
inkind nruſt ſtarve for lack of Bread. 

is 4s the Caſe of moſt Men ih 
his World; who, if let alone in the 
peaceable Injoyment of the good things 
Life, grow Tupid and fenſeleſsdfthic 
Duty to God, are titterly barren as tu all 
he true Purpoſes and Ends of Living, 
nad whom nothing but Afflictions cab 
| reader 
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HE 


'© cies may lead me to Repentance; and | 


„ Fyrrows-; Do thou guy, O. m ds 


12 The Husbandman's Manual. 
render Fruitfut : Baſe-ſpirited and un- 175 

Good: i * 
nefs-of-GOD- cannot move to Obedi- - 
ence, but they muſt be driven to it with 
Stripes, and forged; by Wounds; nay, 
and it is well if all this will _—_ ef- 


* K vad mien ds 25 A T 


UT do thou * my GOD, give 
me a ſofter Heart, and a more in- 
5 4 —— of Miad, that thy Mer- 


that the continual Senſe of ood- 
© neſs, to me, may draw me fearet to 
*. thee, in a way of Gratitode and he- 
4 diegce. But i thou ſeeſt, that unſ; ſs 
5: I. roubled, I hall go. w 90g, 209 
that it is good for me to be Afflicted; 
U. L bumbly ſubmit. my ſelf to; whatha-| 
© ever thon in thine infinite Wiſdom ſee 
3 Jhalg think fit to 1; 6b 0 Sa 1% gre 
rather than nen df f in, 1 bes Gut 


* * Aftlitians of t. hee. | 
h it. e by the be dterttie TR we. 


£ Han „„If nothing elſe will make meW uno 
+ froirful let the Flowers plow upon 
*.my Back; yea, let them make, 52 


©eft LORD, ſanctiſie thy Afflictian 05 


1 me, and grant that reg 22 4 
d on. 
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T is in hopes of ;a Crop next Har- 
veſt, that I ſow this Seed; but if 
my Hopes ſhould: fail!me, (which, G00 
| for bid) I could notohut confeſs that I 
werd juſtly ſerved, and that GOD did 
wiſely puniſn my Unfruitfulneſs to- 
-wards Him, in the Unfruitfulneſs of 
my Land towards me: For What Fruit 
have Lever brought forth, an{werable 
to the. Means of Grace he hath afford - 
ed me The Seed of his Word, Whien 
he ſo plentifully ſows amongſt us, 


| 
x. 
p 
* 
£ 


1 
10M i ſeems to be thrown away upon the 
2% greateſt Part of us: Whilſt one, for 
heg Cuſtom's fake, jaſt gives it the hearing, 
Ii but never conſiders it: Another: is per- 
hie haps affected with it for the preſent, but 


- MES upon the next Temptation forgets it: 


pon The Heart of à third is ſo poſleſs'd 
long . withithe' Cates ofuthis Life, as to leave 
GAL- no room for the Thoughts of a better - 


Should one ſow! Seed in the High- 2 
t Nous a an 2211 Lig 4 OR 


as 
vor 


on e 


thy Word be to me as g | 
© ſown upon good Ground, that I ing 3 
2 up, and bears Fruit an hundred. 


may hinder: thy Word from having 


7 Per thou our rege dee 


. LS 
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on aRock,'oranong Briars and I horns, | 
it would turn to as good Account. 


UT give me, O LORD, an ho- 
c neſt and good Heart, that I may 
* hear thy Word, and keep it, and 
© bring forth Fruit with wn warm = 


E SOM PROTO N 


'< Give me, O Lord; an humble — 
© teachable Mind; mortifie my Luſts, 
* ſubdue my Paſſions, and wean me 
© from this World, ſo that nothing 


its due Effect upon me: And when 
thou haſt ſo prepared me, enable 
Him whom thou haſt made my 
Teacher, truly to diſcharge his Duty. 
© Bleſs him in the Diſpenſation of thy 
© Word, and bleſs me alſo in this my 

c preſent. Work, [Proſper thou the 
-« Work of our Hands upon us; O 1 


| Nat III. 
. nei or  Harrowing in of SE E 'D. 


'ERE it not for-this, all my for 
mer Labour and Charges mop 


The Hulbaud maus Manual. 18 
be certainly loſt: For the Seed lying up- 
on the Surface of the Ground, would 
be carried away by the Birds, before 
it could take any Root. Methinks 1 
ha ve here viſibly ſet before my Eyes, the 
great Neceſlity of Meditation, to ren- 
der the Word of God effectual te us; 
and I cannot but think, that it is for 
want of that, that Men profit ſo little 
by it. Men will take up a Bible, or: 
ſome other good Book, and read in it a 
little while: They will go to Church, 
and hear a Sermon, and then they» 
think their Work is done; whep,alas! 
it is no more done, than my Work was 
done when l had juſt ſcatter'd my Seed 
upon the Ground: A moſt neceſſaty 
part remains yet untouchd. A Man 
muſt go over it again and again, if 
he deſign to reap any Fruit of it. For 
as without this Harrow ing in the Seed, 
I could not expect any Crop; ſo with- 
out Meditation, the Benefit of God's 
Word will be loſt. Bare Reading or 
Hearing is but juſt ſow ing the Seed; it 
lies but upon the Surface of our Heart 
and will be moſt certainly ſnatch'd a- 
way by the Devil, unleſs by Meditati- 
on we let it in, and cover it as it were 
out of his Sight. . | 3 


B x enn 44 


1 Vant, that I may fear the. 43 
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| mixtrogether Both muſt fall by the ſame 
- ſtroke of my Scythe; and that which is 


ih TY 
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c Bee thee therefore, Oo Grack. 

ous Lord, teach me as much Wise 

c «1g in the Management of my-Sptris: 

rual Concerns, as I have of my Tem- 

© poral ; and make me as careful of thy 

c Word, that Seed of Eternal Life, as 1 

© am of this, which can ſerve but for- 

<a Moment. Open thou my Heart to 

receive it, and let it bring forth Ftuie 
in abundance. . 

- © Feach me to meditate of thy üg 


e ments, id away to think __ oy 
Name 

Heatt, that ! way not fin ; opt 
A 'thee.2 EF: 27. 


et Mes hide thy Words Al m 
O ſtabliſu thy: Word in thy Ser 


N chisMeadowhats, Noi dock the 
| 'Graſs ſtand:before me; ſome old and 


withering! ſome young and blooming, 
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to fall by the very next Stroke, ſtands as 


The | Husbavdmaw's Manual. 17 
gay and inlenfible of its Danger, as that 
which will not fall till the very laſt. 
This is a lively Picture of the World, 
wherein Men dwell, old and young to- 
gether, till Death cuts them off; and for 
ought I can ſee, they are all as careleſs 
and unconcern'd about their latter end, 
as this very Graſs. This is a moſt in- 
ſufferable Folly, that Man, who knows 
be muſt die ere long, and knows not 
but that he may die this very Minute, 
ſnould yet make no Preparation for 
Death. But whilſt young Men take it 
for granted that they have many Vears 
to come, and old Men think themſelves 
not ſo old, but that they may live one 
Year or two more, they do all fo live 
as if they were never tg die. : 


DU teach me, O my God, fo 
D to number my Days, that I may 
C apply my Heart unto Wiſdom : Make 
© me ſeriouſly to conſider, that they are 
© butasaSpanlong,; that mine Age is ao—- 
thing in re ſpectof thee; and that Men, 

in their very beſt Eſtate, are altogether 

Vanity. As ſoon as thou ſcattereſt 
them, they are even as a Sleep, and 
fade away ſuddenly like the Graſs; 
which in the Morning is green, and 
aA B 1 ; grow. 
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tence to this Day! Here are no Thorns 


e 
_ 


18 The. Bus bnndman's. Manual. 
© groweth up; but in the Evening is 
cut down, dried up, and withered. 
And now Lord, What. is my Hope? 
Truly my! Hope, is even» in thee I 
am but à Stranger and Sojourner 
here; but yet, O Lord, how unpre- 
<-pared am Ito go-to my long Home! 
O ſpare me therefore a little, that l 
may recover | my: ſpiritual Strength 
a e go hence and be no more 
2 U. Ai 894 | Eft 4 


© 5388998} 4 04655 V. 

ea aan dee TT 3: 23; bat 16) 
2 GE H LNG: 21 53 
21 1 il FER ara TIO bio ol wg 
NO, here are plentiful Remains, I per- 
ceive, ot the old Curſe upon Man's 
Diſobedience. Thorns and Thiftles 
ſhall the Ground bring fortii to tft 


r 


ſaid God to out Father Adam, and we 


his Children feel the Effects of the Sen- 


indeed, the Cultivation of the Ground 


preventing the Growth of them; bur 
all the Cultivation in the World will 


not wholly prevent the Growth of 
Weeds. All I can do is little enough 


to keep them from growing to. ſuch am 


Head, as 9 overtopand.choak.he Corn? 
. n 
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nd now! what 1 find in my Field, the 
ame do h feel in: my felt; the Conrhp- 
ian of my Nature producing nothing 
but evit Froits, Y which, , if neglected? 
would: ſoon-choak the Seed of Eternal 
Life God hath ſown in my Heart, I 
do indeed; by the Power of his Grace, 
rholly abſtain from ſueh groſs and cry - 
ing Sins as Murder, Adultery; Drun> 
kenneſs, Swearing, &'c. hut ſtill L find 
ome Remains of the old Man in me, 
dme Exceſſes of Paſſion, ſome Wan- 
drings in Prayer, ſome Coldnefs in 
Charity, and ſuch like Failings, which, 
ho' I daily/ſRrive againſt, I fear I ſhall 
Pever quite deſtroy. . 


3 | ASS os | 
ls Te Erd. 
tles r 1 do I betakermy ſelf, andinat to 
fes = my-own Merits. O conſider me not 
we I as Iam in my ſelf, for Lam vile and 
Sens corrupt; and if thou:ſhouldeſtt. be ex. 
tream to mark what is amiſs | int me, 
how ſnould I ſtand before thes ?. Ia 
mez that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth no 
good thing. I feel a Law in my 
Members warring aꝑainſt the La in 
my: Mind; but grant, I beſeech' thee; 
that it may never ſo far prevail as ts 
bring me inte Captivity! toi the la 
Þ 6 of | 


of Sin. Aſſiſt me, I pray thee, with 


So The ibaa Manna! 


thy Grace, that I may not [walk ny e i 
© the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. Do Ming 
< thou utterly deſtroy . thoſe Remains Wee 
of the old Man in me; mortiſie my Wha 
evil Inclinations, ſubdue my Luſts, e © 


* and ſo bleſs and proſper thoſe Seeds 

© of Religion thou haſt ſown in" my 

0 © Heart, that they may bring forth 
* plcntifully” * 751 65 vo an 
cre! . | 
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GREEN corn. 


ow Beautiful doth this Field 
now look! What a lovely Sight 

is it now in compariſon of What i 
was when over-run with Brambles nd 
Moſs! It was then the Picture of: a 
Man in his unconverted State, when 
— Soul is over-run with vicious Ha- 
its, and his Life and Actions all over 
deform'd and irregular, But it is now 
the Reſemblance of the ſame Man con- 
verted, when the Spirit of God hath 
form'd him into a new Creature; and 
there is an inexpreſlible Sweetneſs and. 


my. in all his-Converſation z hen $ EE 
Dit 


with De FHlus bandman's Manual. 27: 
free e is all Love, Joy, Peace, Longs Safe" 
Do Ming, Gentleneſs;- Gvodgeſs, -.Fai 
ains eee perance, c. Lord 
my Rat lovely Virmes ard theſe -who'can' 
ults, 2 otherwiſe than raviſyd with them: 7 


"my RANT, O'Lord, that I; may! 
an! Sia, and be e with: therBxcellen-: 
Þ cy and/Beavuty-of Holineſs. Let me 


ſuffer any Evil to dwell with me. 
Let my Delight be an the Saint: that 
are in thetEarth, and in ſuch as ex- 
celrin Virtue. O let me be always 
in love with: Righteouſneſs, and let 
my Countenance un the thing 
that is juſt. $134 

* Wah me throughly "From. my 
Wickedneſs, O God, and cleanſe me 
from my Sin. Make me 2 elean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me; 
ſo ſhall I be acceptable in thy Sight, 


O Lord, my oY ang * Re- 
dee mer. | SY 195 | 


| VII. ä 
15 RIPE C'O RN. 36038 
EE how: this Corn ſtandeth, juſt ing ; 
) it did'the laſt Tear! the Stellen 
ſame, 


have nd Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, ar 


| * preſent are, andappear before the Judg- 


ceivable; dnly that 10 it is, 1 ſeCand 


4 gain ? O Lord, prepare it fo 


5 e Conyerlatian Pug n of 
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ſame, the Ear the ſame, and the Grain 
the ſame; only it doth. not ſtaud upon 
e fame Spot of Ground. Op. id 4 
ink that the ſame Corn had only 5? 
changed its Place; or rather, was. riſca 
a-new out of the Earth. The Manner 
how this ſhould be, is to me ihcon- % 


am certain: And methinks 1 herein 
perceive the Working of that Almighty 
Power, by which at the laſt Day Tall 
be wrought the Reſurrection o the 
Dead. When the ſcatter'd Particles 
of our Bodies ſhall be reunited, and 
we ſhall ariſe the very ſame Men we at 


ment Seat of God; to receive according 
to the things we do Ae e they 
On Son or bad. 1 


UST 5 this 8 rite e 


that 9 Let the Spirit of of 
< Chriſt ſo. dwell in me now, that i 
© may quicken this mortal Body at 
© the lat Day, and raiſe it to Eternal 
© Lite. O Lord, let me not riſe te 
© Shame and Confuſion of P ace, 1 i 
Honour, Lit, and Immortality. I 


The Hubindmis's 
let me ſo look for my hlef 
that he mayat laſt change th 
dy, into the Faſhion of his glorious B- 
dy; that this Mortal may put on Im- 
mortality, and this Corruptible may 
put on Incorruption; that Im for 
erer triumph over Death and tle 
Grave, and give Thanks to thee my 
God, for giring me the Victory 
through our Lora Jeſus Chriſt. 
Yonbet377/7 m Meinem? 
0 OW buſie are theſe Reapers it 
their Work! They cannot for 
aſte ſeparate all the Tares and Thiſtles 
from the Wheat, though their Maſter, 
ould he help it, would not ſuffer any 
hing but the pure Corn toenter his Barn. 
At the great Harveſt, I mean the Eud 
of the World, how! buſie will the An- 
gels be, in gathering all Mankind before 
he Throne. of God! But they will 
make clean Work; they will carefully 
gather out from among the Elect All 
things that offend, and every one 
© w hich does Iniguity; for God willifif- , 
fer nothing unholy_to..enter his King- 
dom. There will be no Ter 10 
| Creatures 


* 
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„„ aamitted, int 

Nieaven z bu eee be ſhut ou 
.and,.npt.only; ſo, but) be caſt, int 
that Furnace of Fire; where is.wailin 
and We Teeth tor ever and eve 
ST 7861 210 2 40 51 10 i 
One e ions Gonſidera 

tion; Maſt) I be judg'd? An 

nothing unholy enter into th 

e 7 What then will become ; 
me, a miſerable Sinner! O Lord, waſ 
t me throughly from my Wickedneſs 
e and cleagle; me fram my.Sin. Gran 
© that the conſtant ſenſe of this Judg 
e ment may.ravſe,me. to work out m 
Salxation, with Fear and TremWing 
.<: Andto; that. End, do thou, 1 belted! 
* thee, work in me to will and to di 
of thy good Pleaſure; make me carefy 
of all my Actions, and every way ſiicli 
e as thou wouldeſt have me to be. Lord 
e ] promiſe thee! the fineere,Qbediznc 
. .+ of. my whole Man; but. yet, alter! all 
it will be impertect: Do nat that 
..< therefore, enter into ſtrict judgment] 
x with thy Servant; be not extream c 

GALS: All w 

| is. 15 thy Mercy — 
ly; and by that Mercy; I beſeech has 
Ko een me not with the wicked 
211512 2 World 
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World; but grant, that being abſol- 


400 ved, I may, among the Righteons, 
4 ſhine forth as the Sun in the King- 
e dom of my Father. | | 


8 1 * 
. 


IX. | 
Setting forth of TTT HE. 


OW am I ſetting forth God's Por- 
tion; and, as it were, offering to 
Win the Firſt Fruits of my Encreaſe : 
Kad truly *rwould be an ungrateful 
hing in me to deny Him a Tenth Part, 
rom whom I receive the whole. But 
7hy do I talk of denying it bim? It is 
n truth Robbing him, to withhold but 
he leaſt part of this, which the Piety of 
pur Anceſtors hath dedicated to him. 
las! "tis what I dever had a Right to: 
ad when I ſet forth the Tythe, I give 
mthat which was never mine. I ne- 
er bought it in any Purchaſe, nor do 
po for it in my Rent. Whatt hen? 
al our Anceſtors engroſs the whole 
eward of this Piety ? No; I am reſol- 
2d p-patake with them ; for what 

ney piouſly gave, I will religioufl : 
nd I do in my Heart ——— of 
hat they have done; that were it left 
GC to 
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to my ſelf, to ſet apart what Portion 11 
my ſelf ſhould think-fit, for the Mainte- : 
nance of God's Miniſters, I ſhould take 
care that He, by whom I receive Spiri- 
tua! Things, ſhould want nothing of 
my Temporal. 


| © TO thou therefore; O my God, ac- 
[| LE cept of this Tribute which I owe 
7 © thee forall thy Mercies: - It is 1 con- 
f feſs, thine own; but do thou accept 
b of me in rendring thee thine own: 
fl © for thou who ſearcheth the Hearts, 
n nhnoweſt that I do it cheerfully, free- 
| * ly,and willingly. And I beſeech thee 
t © to keep me in this Frame of Mind, 


© that I may never covet any Man's 
Goods, much leſs that which is thine. 
| © Seta Watch, O Lord, over mine Eyes 
and Hands ;let them never be defiled 
u with Rapine and Sacrilege; that ſo the 
{|| © dreadful Curſe which followeth the 
I bhief, may never enter into my Houſe 
4 © toconſume it. And further, I pray 
t thee, that of thy Mercy thou may'ſt 
4 © ſo bleſs the Labour of my Hands, that 
I may have a large Portion;yearly de- 
© dicated to thy Service grand that in 
exchange for theſe things Te mpo- 
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© ral, I may receive the Things which 
dare Spiritual and Eternal. 


** 
 THRESHI NG, 


N the Sweat of thy Face thou ſhalt eat 
Bread, was part of that Sentence 
which God denounced againſt Man, for, 

his eating the forbidden Fruit: And had 
not that Sentence taken effect, I had 
been eaſed of this Labour. Vet 1 can- 
not but acknowledge both the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God in this Puniſh» 
ment, as well as his Juſtice : For as it 
was not fit that. ſuch a ſhameful Diſo- 
bedience ſhould go uwapuniſh'd ; fo it 
was utterly impoſſible that any Pu- 
niſhment could be better ſuited to the 
Offenders, or carry in it greater Signs 
of Mercy; nay, this Puniſhment it felf 
is a Mercy to us: For, conſidering the 
Corruption which Sin bath brought up- 
on our Nature, were it not neceſſary that 
we ſhould ſpend the greateſt part of our 
Strength and Time in providing for our 
Subſiſtence, we ſhould ſpend them in 
doing Miſch Alas! we can ſcarce , 
have. one ſpare Mi ing upon our 
Hands, 
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Hands, but we are preſently employ- 
ing it vainly or wickedly : What then 
would Men have been, ſhould they have 


had plenty of all T lags. and nothing 
iu the World to do? Surely this Earth 
would have been an Hell. 


K&R $B 


RE me re Ft Ln SOON © GG: Mo 


My God, how can 1 do other- 
wiſe than adore thy Goodneſs 
and Mercy, even whilſt I ſuffer by thy 
Juſtice ! How gracious art thou in 
puniſhing Man for his Sin, when thy 
Puniſhment is deſign'd as a Means to 
keep him from greater Evil! Thou haſt 
laid upon him a Neceſſity of being 
employ'd innocently, leſt he ſhould 
employ himſelf wickedly. And as I 
adore this thy Goodneſs to Mankind 
in general, ſo 1 do alſo as to my own 
particular, I doubt not but thou 
ſaweſt that this laborious State of Life 
was fitteſt for me, or thou wouldeſt 
not have called me to it. O give me 
Grace to be reſign'd to thy good Plea» 
ſure, and to behave my ſelf with that 
Humility and Contentedneſs, that af- 
ter the Work of this Life is done, I 
may reſt with thee for ever and ever. 


ff xl 
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W HEN John the Baptiſt came topre- 
pare the Way of Chriſt, he. ſaid 
of him, That his Fan was ih his Hand, 
and he would throughly purge his Floor, 
and gather his Wheat into the Garner; 
but he would burn vp the Chaff with 
unquenchable Fire: Which certaioly 
mult mean, That Chriſt would ſeparate 
the Wicked from among the Righteous, 
as Men by Winnowing ſeparates Chaff 
from Wheat. And this Chriſt hath 
often done by the means of Perſecuti- 
ons, when the Hypocrites fly out of the 
Church as Cha out of the Floor, and 
only the faithful Seryants of God 
maintain their Ground by Suffering. 
But yet he will do it more effectually 
at the Day of judgment, when only the 
Righteous ſhall be received into Hea» 
en, as good Wheat is into the Gar- 
ner; and all the Wicked ſhall be 
blown a with the Breath of bis 
Mouth into the Eternal Flames of Hell, P 

Xl on ent nt. PR a 
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© FN My God, give me a firm and 
4 ſteady Faith, ſuch as no Storms 


or Temptations may be able to move. 
Lead me not, 1 pray thee, into Temp- 


c tation; but if thou doſt, enable me to 


© withſtand it. Rather than deny thee, 


let me chuſe even Death with Tor- 
< ments. Make me ready to ſuffer any 
< thing for thy ſake ; and give me ſuch 
© an Invincible Patience under my Suf- 8 
< ferings, that my Faith may be found 
cin the Day of the Lord IJaudable, glo- 
< rions, and honourable. - Let nothin 
© make me ſwerve from the Truth an 
«© Way of thy Commandments, much 
© leſs let me be carried away with eve- 
© ry Wind of Doctrine. Let me ever 
* remain within thy Church Militant. 
© here, that at laſt I may be made a 
© Member of thy Church Triumphant 
hereafter. O fit and prepare me for 
that dreadful day of Trial, wherein 
all the Ungodly ſhall be as Chaft, 
which the Wind ſcattereth away from 
the Face of the Earth : Make me able 
to ſtand in the Judgment, affd let me 
be ſaved in the Congregation of the 
Righteous. _—_ 


Fa A aA K @ & „„ 
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XII. 
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and 


rms | 

ove. | Going to Market. 

mp- 

e to OW am l going amidſt a World 
hee, of Temptations. I am going to 
Tor- Puy and Sell, an hazardous Employ- 


any ment, and in which it is hard for a 
ſuch Man to maintain his Innocence. It is a 
Suf- true Say ing that of the Son of Sirach, 
und IA. a Nail ſticteth faſt between the joinings 
glo- the Stones; ſo doth Sin ſtickcloſe betwixe - 
hing NB=ying and Selling. When I buy, Lam 
and Wpt to depreciate and villifie my Neigh- 
nuch Wour's Goods; and when I ſell, | am apt 
eve- Mo commend and extol my own; both, 


ever Bod knows, very often againſt my own 
itant Nonſcience. Thus for a ſmall matter is 
de a Man often betray'd into great Sins; 

bant nd this is call'd Shrewdneſs : But what- 


e for {ver it be, I am ſure it is not true Wiſ- 
erein om, nor 'will any Man be the better 
bait, Mr it at the laſt: For let a Bargain be 
from ever ſo good upon all other Accounts, 


able 
t me 
K the 


t it is abundantly too hard if 1 it coſt a 
an bis [i CENCE. . ; 


jt Am going). Lord, where IAM 
be aſſaulted by one of the moſt 


a n 
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powerful of my ſpiritual Enemies zde 

© thou- fight in 1 and for me, or 
© muſt needs be overcome. Convinct 
© meof the Vanity of all Things here 
c below, and that no Gain can counter 
© yail the loſs of a good Conſcience. Let 
© meconſider-that the whole World cat 
profit me nothing if 1 ſhould loſe my 
a own Soul. Set a Watch, O Lord, c 
ver my Mouth, that I offend notinm | 
Tongue. Let me do unto all Men a whi 
© 1 would they ſhould do. unto me her 
Make me true Taye juſt in all my Deal Itbei 
© ings; O let me keep Innocency But 
© and do the thing that 1s right, ſince 
© that only will HI, me Peace at the 


2. ” 2 8 
f 4 } b p . 
; * . - 4 p ry 
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| g x01.” 
- 
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X ow; ſhould. one of heſe-p 
. Creatures leap ot and ſtray from 
its Fold, it Would 2 0 meet a Thiel 
to cut its Throat, or a malicipps cope eight 
bour to drive it to the P 
re it would, find no-one wn take thi 
fit that Fdo; How much legs i 
the Hazard of thoſe People, who rum a- 
1 
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g way from their own Church, zad leave 
s dt thei own Paſtor 2 How-many of them 
"or are deceived by Wolves in Sheeps Clo- 
vinetbing, and led into very dangerous Er- 

here rors? Whilſt they ſtraggle intoBy- paths, 
how many Miſchiefs do they fall into 
be fore they are aware? There are a great 
many Pit-falls and Snares in their way, 
Wand an abundance of crafty Men, that 
lie in wait to deceive. True indeed, 
thoſe do not run ſuch great Hazards, 
which follow others that are true Shep- 
herds, ſuch as are lawfully call'd to 
their Charge, and came in by the Door : 
But yet, is it not a Folly to leave him, 
who hath taken particw14r Charge of my 
Scul, and muſt give God an account for 
it; and run after another, who is not ſo 
| obliged to take care of me, and per- 
aps will take none ? Men may talk what 
hey pleaſe of greater Edification ; but 
ould one of my Sheep run away from 
e, and ſtil] thruſt it ſelf under ano- 
her Shepherd, I ſhould not hope to ſee 
t Prins very faſt. 


Reſerve me, O my God, in the 

Commynion of thy Church : Suf- 
ter me not to wander in the By- paths 
of Schiſm or Sadat from n 
| 1 G all 


all Vanity and Lightneſs of Spirit, and 
let me havem 


— — 
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Sr 


W nc — 
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* Ihe Horſes are read V either to dran 
my Plough and Cart, or to carry me ane 


the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond off 
ble Mind; let me know the Voice o 


© Happineſs. -Have Mercy alſo, I pra 


* © Chriſtendom : Unite all ourBreaches, 


© thee our one Shepherd. 
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ing to do with thoſelll 
* that are given to change. Glxe me a 
© ſound. Judgment and right Under- 
« ſtanding in all things, and let me keep 


© Peace. Make me of a meek and hum 


my true Shepherd, and always follow 
* it. And do thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus 
© thou great Shepherd of the Sheep 
©. keep me; and keep alſo my Shepherd 
© for he alfo is a Sheep of thine: Let 
<© him faithfully follow thy Voice, and [ 
© his, till we both arrive at everlaſting 


© thee, upon the diſtracted State © 


© and heal our Diviſions, and grant that 
© we may all be one Sheepfold under 


XIV. 
CATTLE. 


OW do all theſe Creatures de 


their Duties in the ip ſeveral kinds 


ö 
, 


, and 
thoſe 
me 4 
ander- 
kee 

nad — 
hum 
ce o 
ollow 
Jeſus 
heep 
herd 
: Let 
and | 
aſt ing 
pray 
te © 
ches, 
t tha 
under 
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y Burthens; the Cows twice a Day 
return Home with their Udders laden 
rich Milk, and the Sheep yeild me both 
ood and Raiment. Theſe are all made 

or the Service of Man, and perform it 
accordingly : But yet Man, who was 
made for the Service of God, turns - 
Rebel and Diſobedient. Methinks theſe = 
ery Beaſts upbraid us with Baſeneſs and 
[ngratitvde : For, do they ſerve us, who 
do them but very little good? Are 
ot we then vile unthankful Wretches, 
ho refuſe to ſerve that God, to whom 

re owe all that we are or have; that 
od, who created ns, redeemed us, and 
doth always more abundantly for us 
han we can ask or think? 


O My God, I will love thee, 1 
will obey thee. Have Iall theſe 
good Things from thee ; nay, have I 
my own Being from thee, and ſhall not' 
| ſerve thee ? Do theſe ſenſeleſs Crea- 
tures obey thee for my. good, and ſhall 
not I obey thee when it is for my 
— ? Ocreate 75 oe, a r 
make me truly ſenſible of my great O- 
btigationbes thee, and let Meeren 


my Thankfulneſs to thee in an entire, .n 
Obedience to thy Will Let . 


ſign 


* . 
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we, Men, were but as ſenſible of the Ne- 


tive to the Word preach'd? But, alas! 


« ſign my ſelf up wholly to thy diſpoſal, 
* and ſerve thee. with all the Powers of W. 
my Body and Soul. Let me do thy fro 
* Will as perfectly as theſe thy Crea - Bac 
© tures do it on Earth, yea rather, as full 
© thy Angels do it in Heaven. = fer 


Feddering of CATTLE. 


THAT Haſt do theſe poor Crea- 
tures make to me, as ſoon as 1 
appear among them with their Food ? I 
need not call them twice; and if I tay 
a little longer than uſually, they by Lows 
ing and Bleating call upon me. O that 


ceſſities of our Souls, as theſe Creatures 
are of the Wants of their Bodies ! How 
eagerly then ſhould we embrace all 
means of Grace which God hath afford- 
ed us! How diligent ſhould we be in 
reading the Scriptures? How conſtant 
at Prayers and Sacraments? How atten- 


inſtead of that, how do we neglect the 
Word of Life? either nat Reading or 
Hearing at all, or at beſt, with Careleſ- 
neſs and Indifferency; the publick 

| Worſhip 
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Worſhip we either cauſeleſly abſent 
from, or coldly attend. to; we turn our 


Backs upon the Sacrament, and ſname- 


fully reje& the Bread of Lift. when of- 
fer'd to us. Thus under plenty of Spiri- 
tual Nouriſiment, we chuſecto ſtaxge:: 
and ſo our Carcaſes be hut provided for, 
little do we care hat becomes of our 
Poor Souls. » eie VN Bed. 2 
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lis 82 14 42 4] fit 
c AVE, Mercy therefore upon us, O 


„ i: 


LI Lord, and give us a juſt ſeaſe ot 
< our Spiritval Waats and Neceſſities. 


Wean us from the Things of this 
World, and fix our Affections on 
Tbings above. Let our Hopes and 
Deſires be ſet upon Heaven and Hear 
venly Things, that ſo we may be as 


« careful to preſerve our Spiritual Life, 


© as theſe Creatures are their Natural. 
© As the Hart panteth after the Water» 
© brooks, ſo may our Souls pant after 
* thee our God. Give us, O Lord, that 
* bleſſed Hunger and Thirſt after 


c proglſed. entire Satisfaction; and 
teach K that living 
* Bread which came down from Hea- 


c ven, that ſo we mai cat of it, and life 1 


* for ever. 


D 


» 4 


Righ- 
* teouſneſs, to which alone thou haſt 
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Earth as Iron. I fort, ic-putteth the 
Whole Frarfie-of Nature out of. courſe 
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— of my Sins; z nay, very much 
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Hs ie 4 great Lal bot het 1 
mut Conſb is, that it i but d juſt 
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leſs than my Sins deſerve; did not God 
in Judgment remember Mercy, he might 
have deſtroyed all my Subſtance. yea, 
and my ſelf too, both Body and Soul 
in Hell O the malignant Nature of * 
it taĩnts the very Air we breathe in; 
blaſts our Crops, and bripgs Diſcſes 
upon our Cattle: Sometimes it raiſes 
Flobds, and debivns the Fruits of our 
Land: Sometimes it makes the Hea- 
venus as dry as Braſs, and bardens the 


Ad- Who can we blame for this, but 
ot, fefves? As for Ged, hedoth not 
Willingſy efflict us; and wWhenche doth it 
10 doth it as a Father, for or ow! 
god. If tos did not ſmart under his Rod 
omet ies, we ſhould be utter ly undene 
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8 14 
I Lord, acknowlede 6thineBa ad, 
and confeſs, thy Toles ih this 
6 Nahe ; give me &tace to 1 555 
it patiently, and to amend thoſe 
Vety 1 Faults which have drawn it, N 1 
a guſt e 42 I am ſorry for my Sins, 
promiſe thee a den 5855 edi for 
4 (The times to. E 
© fore, þ beſeech peg Ache thine 
« afflifting Hand from me ; ſay to the 
6 Deſtroyer, It is enovgh; * 
x hy, al a 9 — Grace, it hall be Re 
for my Re fot matio vt if thou 
© jt yet neceſſary e Py reap of 
raiſes} « — 1 dealt 9 55 anz 1 
f our} ſfelf, — all I have, 4 5 eet ze en 
*Hea-Y take all; ſtrip me as naked as ever 1 
$- the < was born; 7 what thon; wilt witk 
than © me in this World; only, 1 beſeech 
our [el «© thee, by thine own Mercies, ard the 
„ Du © Blood of my deareſt Saviour, ſaye m 
h no © Soul in the nett. 
oth it Nein e its 
- OW] 
is Roc | 
dene 
r Sins 
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5 | a ſlothful vant but. {0 
| < quicken my Induſtry, th ay make 
1. thee ſuch Returns as thou requireſt 
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to pay it; eſpe 


his be the Glory; yet mine is the Bene- 

fit. The Returns I make to him make 

me ne ver the poorer, and yet will for 
ever encreaſe my Reward. | 

* Orüctene 6885 ner bat ent 

C me into this World, and en- 


provided. it for him. It is one of my 
greateſt Cares to keeꝝ my Accounts e- 
ven with, bim: Wold 1 wete as cate- 6. 


ful abo gr myxccouñts with God, which © 


are of 2 much greater Colicern: For 
God's Tenant I am in an extraordinary * 
Manner; of him! bold my very Being, 7 
a1 that 1 aw, 30d af. that Ky, and . 
fürely be expects that T on! abe LIN 
him fomeReturns.” There is a Rent due , * 
ro him too, even the Inproyement. of 1 
all the Talents be bath put into my ! 
Hands; and . ew. 1 ought to take care 

ſince he doth not, 
Uke my earth 150 Hord, require it for 
his own fake, but for mlbe: For though 


« truſted me with many Talents to im- 
en to thy Glory: O let me not 


of me. ket me not be careful only 
© how to. diſcharge my Obligations © 


78 10 
A me ia my 


& do, 19 0 IL pray th 
þ Care) hut let my 4 Engeavour de, 
©to acq 5 my ſelf to thee, my God; 
0 that wh en 1 ſhall appear before thee Þ 
at. 17 great Day mY Account, I. m. 
receive ” thay, bleſſed 8 Haw 
© dane. £oed and. JOHN 
£ þ iuta"the Joy of thy 
his, ©. bleſſed "Got, for nip 
RK, ade 
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26h this Tree here; in i 

ere Jong. may prove a good one: 

ut if it hould prove otherwiſe, | ſhould” 
repent of the Pains 1. beſtow. on it; + 
ſhould think it unworthy the Ground 
it ſtands. on; nor would + ſuffer-jt-to 
ſtand. Ege Now, can I prononnee 
theſe Things. concerning, thie Free ? 
What, chen do 1-thigk God prongunc'd 
concerning ne, when, he made me.? 
Surely be d&hgn'd 1 ſhould anfwer che 
Ends of niy ( reation, in doing my Hu- 
ty, $0 him, my Neighbour, and my ſelf. 
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© and Body,” andievery way 
able advance thy Glory, and do thee 
Service. O le 


the Old World ; 


* * : 
* 7 p 
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He gave me not my Being, nor did he: 


endow my Soul and Body with ſuck ex- 


cellent Poyers as he hath, for me to 
do no Good in the World, much leſs 
for me to do Miſchief, What then 
can expect from him, if I fail of theſe 
Ends, but the ſame Meaſure 1 threaten 


this Free with, if it prove fruitleſs, een 
te IE out, nd utterly deſtroy'd.? 


Glorious God, who haft of thy 


&.. meer Goodneſs made me out of 
* Nothing, give me. Grace to glorifie- 


© thee in my Life and Actions: Since l 
© am thy Creature, let me anfwer the 
End of my Creation, in living as be- 
© comes thy Creature. Let me ſerve 
e thee: with all the Powers of BY Soul 

hat Lam 


t me never give thee: 

© cauſe to repent that thou haſt made 
© me, and to deſtroy me, as ns pie 

let me atw 

5 ſ& behave my ſelf, that thou may ſt 

© Tight in me, and do me 1995 

6: [ am the Work of N Hands. 
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aten by this means the: Welte of a 
vos aer d A Ctab brings forth a” 
Vd? good Ap ple; a wild; four Cherry, bears 
Ia kind 25 ſmeet one: And, i Hort, | 
thy all Trees, however rough aud un plea-- 
ut of ſant in themſelves; are made to Year 
ite mild and pleafant Fruit. Such as this 
Stock was before it was praffed on, ſuch: 
is the beſt of Mankind in his corrupt, 
natural State; Alas !'were we left to 
our ſelves, we ſhould do no manner of 
thing that is good; all our Works- 
would be wild and unpleaſant in the 
Sight of God. But when a Man is, by: 
the Baptiſm of Re pentance, gr rafted into - 
the Body of Chriſt s Church, e becomes 
a new Creature, and lives by the 4nflu- 
ence of another Spirit. Tis true indeed, 
there are too many, who, tho engraffed 
into the Church, live no better, nay, 
worſe than'many Heathens': But theſe 
are dead Cyons, ſuch as the Sap and Spi- 
Inc of the Tree cannot enter ;/and-there.. | 
XIX. fore they ſhall be cut off again, and caſt 
into the Fire. 0 
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* Gtace of thy Holy Spirit, that I may 
A walk, worth af the Voeation- where- 


© things belonging to the 
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0 Bleſſed Lord, who halt been 


pleaſed in Mercy to engraff me 
© into the Body ofethy Healy Church; 
; Put that I may bealſoa living Mem- 

r thereof- Regenerate me 5 the 


e with Lam cal d.. Grant. that. all car- 
e fal Aﬀe&ions may ie in me; and: all 
kit, may 
© live. and grow in me. Let me-not be 
© # fruitleſs Branch in the Vine of thy 
Church, aud ſo be cut off from it; but 
let me bear F. Fruits ab e in it * 
ever. 
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JW | apt are theſe Trees to pu 

th 12 755 ſe Trees which, 
it 1 a nat cat them off, would draw 
all the Strength and Sap to ene 
"ioſomuch that I-ſhould have 90 85 
worth the gathering: I. ſee In Then 


"Reſemblance. of my own corru 
Nerz which i is too apt to idle "its 
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vids 
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to ſpend all my Time and Strength in 
Folly and Vanity, neglecting the mean 
while the Duties of Religion, thoſe 
Fruits which alone are worthy ofa Man, 
Band a Chriſtian, and which alone wil 
turn to any Account. I muſt therefore | 
be as watchful over my ſelf, as over my 
Orchard; 1 maſt diligen ly obſerve my 
own Vicious Inclinatiöns z and When 
ever any one ſtarts forth, 1 muſt ct 
off: 1 mult mortiſſe my Luſts, and learn 
to deny my ſelf, if 1 intend to live as 
pan decomes me, and to bring fortk Fruits 
| worth -of my Profeſſion: -7 3+ ' / 

fo | T2» »& DIAG 4 TION LVER ON e 0 - 
Lord, I N ans bewail the Cor- 
V Z roption of my own Nature, my 
1 N Good; and Maine 
to Evil: O do thou mortifie my Luſſts, 
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and quicken thoſeSeedsof Good whith 
u thy Holy Spirit hath planted" in me. 
5555 Prevent me always with thy Grace, 
{ram that 1 may never indulge my felf in 
Ives. Folly and Vanity; bur ſeek to do thoſe 
Krün  *hings only which may render me ac- | 
r hell. <<ptable in thy Sight. Sire me that | 
"No © excellent Grace of Self-denial, that. | 
2 fo 1 may never give way to my foo. þ 


5 Fr lim Paſſions, and unreaſonable De- 
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De, That the Night- is far ſpenty an 
the, Day is at hand x That it is eben time 


L Tought to awake from: There is a more 


. neſs of my Soul is the main Concern of 


St. Perer ſo far onlx as to bethink him 


- "buy to go and earn his Livelihood; 
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* ſtan, and make me fruitful in all good 
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bk OW chath this, Bird: awaked me 
out;of-my Sleep, as it were ta tel. ut 
is. far. ſpent, and 


for me to@viſe,aud betake my ſelf to my 
Work. But yet this is not the only Sleep 


dangerous Seeg pf. Sid and Ignoraace, 
from which alſa1 ought to awake: Nor 
yet is myt worldly..Buſigeſs the main 


Cancern I have in hand; no, the Buſi; 


my. Life; and ualeſs I be vigilant and 
induſtrious in that, all my Induſtry it 
worldly Matters will be of ſo little Ac 

vantage to me, that I ſhall be undone 
for ever. Had the Cock. crowing rouz'd 


ſelf of his Fiſhing-T rade;>that - If was 
nat for him. to- loiteg about Courts 


What had become of him? But becay 0 
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os os i226) OY. 
OM O Bleſſed Jeſs, Who b 


the Cro 
wi ing of a Cock didſt recat thy 
Ser tant Peer, When fallen Kom th 
and (cauſe tim to bewall his api 
7 6 thee, with '} Stn Tears ; ier 
mel me not; 1 beſeech 15 to lie rare 


a tell under 1 — Guilt of one Sit, or 
asd want of a faiftitul Monitor but w 
time © ſoever 11 fall from Duty, k hes 
my thing be to me, what Jock. crov- 
sleep ing was to Perey, a Warkin to me 
more © of my Sin and of my Danger. And 
do thou, O Lord, turn and lpok up- 
on me ie me Sri to: "take 1050 
© notice of that Warning, as ther 

© to repent immediately, or Peter, did; 
and let my Re le he ae ed 


< of, as 25 ap e ee 
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1 bing forth to Work. * 185 
is the Day come on; the Gun 
s byer the Tops of the Hills, | 
od 1 2 "Lis ht fit Face of the 
cauſe Zarth-z the Shades of 6 Night are'va- 
i .mſh'd, 
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© Advantages I enjoy. Let me not miſ- 


48 The Hucbandmas? s amal. 
aiſh'd, and the s of Pre have Rid 
bd down in their Dens. Man 
oeth forth to his Work, and to his La. 
ur, till the Evening. As the Earthwas 
covered with Darkneſs before the 175 
appearing, ſo Was all the Renn Id 
With the diſmal Night of Ignorance, 
till the Sun of Rig hteouſneſs aroſe, and 
by the glorious Li ght of the Goſpel diſ- 
Re. rſed =—e Darkneſs and. Shadow o 

th: And what becomes Man now, 
but to go forth to his Labour? I meay 
the Work of Religion and the Service 
of God. Whilſt we have the Light, 
*tis fit we ſhould walk in it; have no 
Fellowſhip, with the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs, but live as „ee the 
1 of Light. DT 


Gracious God, who ball of thine 
infinite Mercy given Light to 
© us, who ſate in Darkneſs and the Sha 
do of Death; grant me Grace to livq 
in a manner anſwerable to the great 
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© ſpend this precious Time thou haſt gi 
© yen me, wherein to prepare for Eter- 
© nity ; and to,that End teach 24 

© pray thee, to glorifie - thee in the 


© Work of Im Hands. Let every Ay: 
0 
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Life, put me in mind of providing 
© for a better: Whilſt mine Eyes look 
, © down to this Earth, let my Soul look 

up to thee, my God, in Heatren: 
c Won labour for this Meat that 
periſneth, let me gain that which en- 
„and!“ dureth to eternal Life; and whilſt! 
1 diff work in the Buſineſs of my Calling, 
Wo let me work out my own Salvation. 


meat EN] XXIII. | 

rvice [att A 
ght 3 E E 5. 0 

e no 

orks H EY Y ſay, That every Hive isa Pat- 
the tern of a well · govern d Common- 


wealth: That there is the King, the 
1 Nobles, and the Commonalty, acting 
all in their ſeveral Places, and the mea * 
eſt doing their Duty with as much 
cheerfulneſs as the greateſt : There are 
no Murmurers- nor Complainers a- 
mongſt them; no Schiſmaticks nor Sepa- 
ratiſts; but all vnite the Powers for the 
promoting one common Intereſt. And 
truly this is the ready way to proſper 
and flouriſh. Would to God we Men 
were but as wiſe, either in Church or 
State. Whether our Governours do 
E their 


© | do for the Maintenance of this frail |} 


** 


50 The Husbandman g Manaal, | 
their Duty or not, is not mine to judge 
This is but too manifeſt, that we Sub- 
jects do not ours; for we are every one 
of us driving on ſeparate Intereſts, as 
if we were not of one and the ſame 
Nation; and we divide in Matters of 
- Religion, as if we were hot Members 
of one and the fame Church; as it we 
had not one Lord, one Eaith, one Bap- 
tiſm, one God to ſerve, and one Hope 
of Salvation. 


God, have ay upon wig poor 
d iſt racted Chuxch and Nation; 
© heal our Breaches, and unite our Di- 
© vifions 3 make us all of one Heart and 
© of one Soul: Bleſs our Governours, 
that they may intend nothing but thy 
© Glory, and thy Peoples Good: And 
make us, that are Subjects, humble, o- 
* bedient, and induſtrious in our ſeve- 
ral Callings, that each of us may, in 
© his Place, endeavour to promote Righ- 
© reouſneſs.and Peace, and to excel each 
© other in Charity and doing Good, 
© that ſo we may all drive on one com- 
mon Intereſt, viz. the Welfare of the 
< Nation, the Proſperity of the Church, 
* and the Salvation of all our Souls; 
© through Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Xx'V. 
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me THE Ant is a very wiſe Creature, if 
of we miy believe the wiſeſt of Men, 


ers | Whoaccordingly bids us go to her, and 
we conſider her ways, and be wiſe. Truly 


ap- the foreſight of this little Creature is 
pe very admirable, and it may be profitz- 

ble as well as pleaſant, to obſerve how 

carefully it lays vp in a time of Plenty, 
oor and providethagainſt an evil Day: For, 
»n; cannot I hence learn fo much Wiſdom, 
Di- | 2s (now that lam in health and ſtrength, 
and and beſt able to improve thoſe means 
ars, of Grace which are afforded me) to 
thy lay up in ſtore, and provide agaiaſt 


And the time of Age and Sickneſs, and the 
1 Hour of Death? Alas! all the Com fort 
| ſhall then be capable of, muſt ariſe 
from Reflections n a well-ſpent" Life, 


and the Hopes of a bleſſed Eternity. 


the Sum mer of their Life in Sin and Va- 


Age comes, and they begin to d roop aad 
die, have no Stock of good Works laid 
up before hand, and no Proviſion made 
for a Deatb- Bed. 88 
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Ah !\thoſ&are'ſtuptd Fools, who ſpend 


ity; ſo that when the Winter of old 
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8 Gracious God; thou haſt ſent 
me to theſe little Creatures to 
© learn Wiſdom; grant that I may 
< learn fo much as to. be wiſe unto Sal- 
vation. Teach me to look forward 
to the End of my Days, and te con- 
ſider, that Health and Strength are 
things but of ſhort continuance that 
the Summer of my Life will be 
© quickly over; and that it concerns 
me to provide againſt the Time of 
© Sickneſs and Death. Let me there- 
© fore now remember thee, my Crea- 
© tor, in the Days of my Youth, and 
treaſure up thy Favour,while the evil 
Days come not, nor the Years .draw 
- nigh, when I ſhall-ſay; Lhave no plea- 
ſure in them. O let me make ſo good 
uſe of my preſent Time and Advan- 
tages, that when nothing can afford 
me any Comfort from without, I may 
< have within me the continual Feaſt of 
© a good: Conſciente; and that When 
my Fleſh and my Heart faileth, Thou, 
* O God, may'ſt be the Strength of my 
Heart, and my Portion for ever. 
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The Singing of Birds. 

FF OW delightful do theſe pretty 


Creatures make the Fields ! How - 


do they ſweeten our Labour, and their 


owh Lives? For they, no dou br, take 


pleafure in their own Muſick ;-and their 
Pleaſure is pure, aud unmix'd with Care, 
though they know not where to fiad 


their next Meal: And good reaſon 
why; for they have God himſelf to 


feed them. But have not I the ſame 
God to provide for me, that they have ? 
W bat then de I mean, to be ſo often 
thoughtful and anxious as lam? Surely 
God hath as much Care for me, as for 
theſe Birds; yea, he hath abundantly 
more for he hath done infinitely more 
for me; and I have his expreſs Pro- 
miſe, That if 1 will but ſerve him, he 
will provide for me. Away then all 
doubting and anxious Thoughts; I will 
henceforward caſt all my Care upon 


God: Soto do, is, I amt ſure, my Duty; 


and by thefe Creatures J fee, twould be 
alſd my Happineſs. "7 37 
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1 Gracious God, of thee I am, and 
| © on thee I depend : My Being 


from me all Anxiety and Thoughtfuk 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
"4 
| 
' 


= <« ſer, I know indeed, that by my neg- 
= *© letofthy Kingdom, and of thy Righ- 
= <©* teouſneſs, I have forfeited my Right 


but 1 ſolemaly vow to thee a ſtricter 
= © and better Obedience for the time to 
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and my Well-being is the effect of 
thy meer Goodneſs; O teach me duly 
to rely upon that Goodneſs : Baniſn 


< neſs about the Things of this Life. 

Thou haſt given me my Body, and ſhall 
not 1 truſt thee for Rayment ? Thou 
« haſt given me my Life, and ſhall not 
] rely upon thee for Food? Thou haſt 
done the greater things for me, and 
© ſurely thou wilt not deny me the leſ- 


4 to thy Promiſe of providing for me; 


come: O give me Grace to fulfil my 
©.Vow, and then I know thou wilt not 
let me want any thing that is for my 


XXVI. 2 
Going Home from Work. 


T OW have I done my Day's Work, 
N and am going home with Satis- 
faction: 


— — ä — — 
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The SS 4 
faction; How 


n 


of God's Favour, and approving what 
I have done; I can now. lay my ſelß 


down in Peace, and without fear of aux 
Evil. How much Joy doth there now 


ſpring up within my. Breaſt, from the 
Meditations and Prayers which I every 
now and then give. my ſelf up to in 
the midſt of my Work? My Heart is 


enlarged, and my Spirit refreſh'd. Did 


Men but know the Pleaſure of a well- 
ſpent Day, they would never ſpend one 
amiſs. Let others delight themſelves 
in Ribaldry, lewd Talk, and fooliſh 
Jeſt ing; I ſhall not envy them their 
mad Laughter : For my own Part, I 
have more ſatisfaction now from one 
pious Thought, than I could have had 
from a Thouſand ſuch Follies. 


My Gracious and Merciful God, 


c give me Grace, 1 pray thee, to H 


© ſpend every Day of-my Life to as 
good purpoſe as I have, through thy 
© Alliſtance, done this. O let me ne- 
© ver do any thing that may diſhonour 
* thee, or wound my own Soul ; that 
* ſo when my Days draw to an 'End, 


+ and 


— 
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moch better is this, than 
a Day nor in Reveliog and Drunken- 1 
neſs? I have now a confident Aſſurance | 


| 
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<©2fſured hope of Eternal Life. Let 
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come, Lord jeſus, come quickly. A. 
men. | * 8 10 er 8 1 i 


of Praife and Thankſgiving, for all 
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© 2nd. my Life is ſperits LMdI have us 
much fatisfaction in looking back up- 
© on the hole courſe of it, as I now 
© have from this one Day; and that 
when IJ come to die; I may reſign 
© my Soul into thy Hands, with an 


© me, I beſeech thee, go to my Grave, 
© as I do now to my Home, in Peace; 
and grant that after my Body hath 
« ſlept its appointed Time, it may be 
© raiſed to a glorious Immortality; 
jet me with Joy meet my Bleſſed Sa- 
© viour at his coming; and de thou 


— - — — — — 
A Morning Prayer for a Family. 
Holy, Great and Glorious Lord 
God ! Look graciouſty down, 
we beſeech thee, upon us thy un- 
worthy Servants, who defire to offer 
unto thee, ' our Morning - Sacrifice 


thy Goodneſs towards us. Thou madeſt 
us When we were nothing; Thou re- 
deemedſt us when we were worſe than 
nothing; and notwithſtanding our re- 

02% Es ; peated | 
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I peated, Provocations again ſtthee dt 
ſtill continue thy Faydur to us, and 
thy Mercies are renewed every Morn- | 
ing. We confeſs, O Lord, that e 
are unworthy of the leaſt of them; for 
we have ſinned againſt thee,” hoch in 
Thought, Word, and Deed. But we 
know and feel, that thy Compaſſions 
fail not. O let us no longer deſpiſe 
the Riches. of thy Goodneſs, For beur- 
ance, and Long - Suffering; but grant 
that they may now at length lead us to 
Re pentance. Give us Grace to lead all 
Sa- the remainder of our Lives in thy Fear; 
104; and particularly this Day let us -walk- |} 
A: || worthy of thee unto all well-pleaſing,, | 
and be fruitful in every good Work. 
Io that end, we beſeech thee, to con- 
— | tiaue thy good Providence over us, 
7 keep us from all Evil, from that of Sin 
eſpecially, and ſuffer . no Temptation 
either of the Devil, the World, or the 
Fleſh, to ſeduce us from our Duty to- 
Thee, our Selves, or our Neighbour. 
And as an Inſtance of our Duty to our 
Neighbour, accept, we beſeech the 
our Prayers for, all Mankind. Enlięh⸗ 
ten thoſe with thy T'roth which yet fit | 


re- in Darkneſsand the Shadow of Death. 
an Bleſs the Univerſal Church with Furi⸗ 
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Nighbbours, Friends, aud Relations, 


_ cellifies, and grant that we may all of us 


the Days of our Lives, as to grow from 
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und Peace, that part of it xpeciilly 
F [theſe Na- 
tions. And in Mercy thereto, blefs 
the King, and all our Governours both 
in Church and State. Bleſs alſd all the 
People of this Land, particularly our 


and all ſuch as defire our Prayers. Ap- 
ply thy ſelf ſuitably to every one's Ne- 


ſd behave our ſelves this Day, and all 


one degree of Grace to another, till 
at laſt Grace be perfected in Glory. 
Thefe things, O Lord, with whatſoever 
elſe thou in thine infinite Wiſdom ſeeſt 
expedient for us, we humbly crave at 
thy Mereiful Hands, in the Name and 
for the ſake of thy Son Chriſt Jeſts + 
In whoſe Words :we farther call upon 


thee. Our Father, which art, &, 5 
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A Evening Prayer {of a Family, . 


Gracious God and Heavenly Fa- 
ther, We thine unworthy Ser- 
yants' caſt our ſelves at the Egotſtool of 
the Throne of thy Grace, PHIfing and 
Adoring thee for all thy Gobdneſs to 
1 ti 


75 


us and all. Mankind. -Wie-conkets 


Tha PO hes us Mou. 


2 0 

it is. of thy meer . Mercy that we.are 
alive this Moment; that thou gantian- 
eſt to us the Comforts of this Life, and 
the Hopes of a better. For we have 
been nee and diſobediegt, and — 4 
thou deals with 1 ben. y, we had 
now at this inſtant been, deſperatoly 
bewailing our a in the arrows 
and Horrors of a ſad Eternity. Lord. 
what is Man, that thou movldeſt i in the 


leaſt regard him? But what are we, 


miſerahle Sinners, that thou ſhouldeſt 


ſo far:regard} us, as ſtiſſ to emhrace us 


in the Arms of thy Mercy ;, and not- 
withſtanding all our Rebellions, againſt 
thee, ſtill to treat us with the LNG 


and Tenderneſs of a compaſſionate Fa- 


ther? ,W hea; we 1 reflect upon onr 
Unworthineſs, are confoanded, 
and know. not **. to fly, but to 
the ſame Mercy which we — hither- 
to ſo. much abuſed. O do thou, for 
the: Sake of Chriſt Jeſus, forgive us all 
that is paſt, and give us the Grace of 
thy Holy s irit, that we may be more 
Obedient 42 the Time to come, and 
perfect Holineſs in thy Fear. And now. 
that we are going to take our Reſt, do 
thou take us, we Eat thee, and all that 
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rm to ud, into thy, ef ecial Care aid 
Protection: Give us mo 
1 6 Sleep 
the nex Mording ' ſo diſpoſed both in 
Body and Migd, Pls to. glorifie” thee in 


all the Inſtances ofa 'Sober, Righteous, 


and Godly Life. Neither pray we for 
bur ſelves alone, but for al Mankind: 

Call all thoſe to the Knowledge of 
thee, who as yet know thee not; and 
grant that All who do know thee, may 
walk worthy of these. But more eſpe- 
cially we 25 for this Church and Na- 


tion, and herein for the King, and all. 


that dear; Authority under him; that 
under their Government and protecti- 
on we may lead quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
Have Mercy upon all that are in any 
Diſtreſs, whether of Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate, and deal with us alt; not accord- 
ing to our Prayers or Deſerts, but-ae- 


cording to our Needs, and thine own 
rich Mercies in Feſus Chriſt > In Whoſe 


bleſſed Name and Words we conclude 


our imperfect Prayers, e Our Fs. i 
| 229955 which arty. Ke. . 
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rate and re- 
and raiſe us up again. 
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